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Significance of the Study 
As the curtain rises on the great drama of the Negro 
youth, the American public school system, recognizing the 
right of the child as the first right of citizenship, faces 
one of the most imposing challenges that has ever faced the 
nation* Modern life which tends to cheat children and limit 
their education, is bringing a severe strain upon the schools. 
If every child wherever he lives, and who ever he may be, is 
to be trained so that he may become an asset to society rather 
than a liability, the educational dollar must be squeezed so 
that the eagle screams for youth1s cause rather than against 
it. 
Not only does the writer, because of her fifteen years 
of association and work with the Negro boys and girls of Smith 
County consider this subject important, but also because there 
is no evidence that any study has been made on Negro education 
in Smith County as a whole since 19^1-0* The study here refer­
red to, not withstanding its contribution, approached the pro­
blem of Negro education from a different view point than this 
of the present writer. The writer feels that it is as impor­
tant in education as in business to take frequent inventory, 
Smith CoSSty!?ber* °# J* -tUdj °f NeCr° Publlc Schools of 
Piasposfe of Study 
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This study was not made for the purpose of pointing out 
faults of the present system in order to criticise those who 
have been in the control of the schools of Smith County# The 
sole purpose of the study was a desire to present a detailed 
account of the present situation and to point out the out­
standing weaknesses if they exist, in orderthat the schools* 
leaders might be aroused through suggestions to efforts that 
would benefit the Ne£p?o youth in the entire county# 
Statement of Problem 
The problem of carrying out the purposes of this in­
vestigation, resolves itself into a study of the availability 
of education for the rural Negro of Smith County# 
This problem for the purpose of analysis will be divided 
into the following sub-problems I 
1# What are the size and character of Negro pupil 
population in Smith County? 
2# What is the status of physical plants and equip­
ment provided for Negro youth of Smith County? 
3# What type of curriculum and teaching personnel 
are available to these youth of this county? 
Definition of Terms 
The term "available" as used in this thesis ssferacea 
the idea of quantity, quality and accessibility of education 
as it relates to the Negro youth in Sxaith County, 
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The terra ^rural" as used here has the same meaning as 
that used by the United States Census Bureau namely: rural 
applies to any community with a population of less than 2*500# 
Limitations and Scope 
' This study is limited to Hogro youth of Smith County 
and to the year 19M*"49- is further limited to rural youth# 
In scop© it will embrace all schools both high and elementary 
for Kegroes under the control of the public school system# It 
will include a consideration of pupils, school plants, equip­
ment, teaching staff and curriculum# 
Method of Procedure and Source of Data 
The normative-survey method in which questionnaire inter­
views and observation were made use of# The data was derived 
largely from the questionnaire# Of tho 13 questionnaires sent 
out 12 or 92 per cent responded# The remaining school was 
checked by personal interview with the principal# 
Survey of Related Studies 
In 1940 Traughber made a study of the Hegro schools of 
Smith County, Texas# This study included the years from 1920-
1939* Traughber observed in his study that there were 3? sepa­
rate agro school districts in the county, seven of these dis­
tricts being independent and thirty were common school dis­
tricts# H© observed also that many of the buildings were in 
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poor repair# There were 6,259 pupils enrolled in the schools 
of Smith County* Eighty point four per cent of the pupils 
enrolled in the independent districts were enrolled in the 
first seven grades, and that 88 per cent of the pupils en­
rolled in the common school district were enrolled in the first 
seven grades. The teacher-grade load was greater in the common 
school while the teacher-pupil load was -reater in the inde­
pendent schools. The average annual salary for teachers was 
2 
In 19^-1 Andrews made a study of the availability of 
education to Negroes in Walker County, Texas. Andrews points 
out the following facts: Most of the schools in Walker County 
were in rundown condition, and in need of repair. There were 
little or no provisions made for recreation and there were 
very little playground equipment in any of the schools. Per­
centage of attendance was low, health conditions of the school 
were found unsatisfactory, because of Inadequate water supply 
and open pit toilets. 
In 19i|3 Wilson" mad© a study of progressive education 
as practiced in Negro secondary schools of Texas. 
1 
Traughber, C. J. Study of Negro Public Schools of 
Smith Co-nty. 19)4.1 p.28. 
2 
Andrews, S. Availability of Education toNegroes of 
of Walker County. 19̂  pp 41.̂ 2. ' ~ 
3 
Nils on, L. W. A Study of Progressive Education as 
Practiced in Negro Secondary Schools. io)|3 
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Her study revealed that progressive education was being 
practiced to a considerable extent in Negro secondary schools 
of Texas, and that further and more detailed research on this 
point was needed# 
Washington^ made a study of public education for the 
Negroes of Jasper County, Texas in l$i-3 • In his study he ob­
served that most of the teachers of Jasper County were under 
paid# Attendance was hindered by poor condition of roads 
leading to the schools. There was little or no playground 
equipment in any of the schools and that transportation for 
the 1*14-68 pupils was inadequate. 
In I9I4I4 Handle^ made a study of common schools In 
Brazos County, Texas. In this study the waiter points out 
that both the consolidated and non-consolidated schools of the 
county are below standard. This was revealed by an achieve­
ment test administered by the various teachers of the county. 
The writer also observed that the average teacher tenue was 
longer in the consolidated school and salaries were almost 
twice as much in consolidated as they were in non-consolidated 
schools. The writer recommends that the County Board of Edu­
cation mage a study of conditions as they exist and formulate 
Washington, J. T. Study of Public Education for Negroes 
of Jasper County, Texas, p. Z4.3. 
2Randle, I. A, Comparative Study of Common Schools for 
In Brazos County, IQ),), pr'. 
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some plan by which the most good can be obtained for the money-
spent for the education of Negroes in Brazos County. 
In 19lj.8 Powell"'" made a study of the development of edu­
cation for Negroes in Walker County, Texas. Powell stated 
that the educational opportunities, and facilities were being 
improved for the Negro in Walker County, due to the effort of 
the Educational Supervisor, Mrs. Pauline W. Campbell, 
2 
Again in 19^8 Pannel made a study of the status of 
Negro schools in Bell county, Texas. She found the physical 
condition or educational environment of the classroom accept­
able. Library facilities poor. Only a few were reported to 
have classroom libraries. 
She observed that there were 1,397 scholastics in Bell 
County, attending the 11 Negro schools. There were evidences 
that the health and physical development of the pupils was 
given adequate attention. The author reports that the condi­
tion of the roads when it rains is one of the chief causes of 
absences, and that transportation facilities were not avail­
able to many students in Bell County, Texas. 
Powell, J. R. A Study of the Development of Education 
for Negroes in Walker County. iqJ|R p.^B. 
2 Paa nel, 0. A. A Study of the Status of Negro Schools 
In Bell, County, Texas, to), a p.ci. 
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Brief Sketch of Smith County 
Smith Coxmty is ih the pine and post oak belt of East 
Texas. The county is drained by the Sabene and Heches Kivers. 
This county was created from Hae03d0ch.es County in l8l|6 and 
organised the same year. Smith County is noted for many field 
crops and much live stock. It is an oil center and is the 
head quarters of many oil concerns. Tyler is the county seat 
and is the main retail, wholesale, and commercial center. 
Other small towns in the county are; Arp, Winona, Bullard, 




In stu&ing th® educational opportunities of the pupil 
population of any region, it seoias essential to a sk the fol­
lowing questional 
1. How many teachers and schools are provided 
for these pupils? 
2# 'what levels of education are available to 
these pupils? 
3# How well do the pupils take advantage of 
these opportunities? 
4# How accessible to the pupil population are 
these schools? 
Pupil Population and Available Schools#— Any study 
therefore of the availability of ediication in Smith County 
would necessarily begin with a consideration of the number of 
schools and teachers provided for these pupils# 
Table I, page 9 , discloses that of the 13 -chools of 
Smith County; six offered training through the twelfth grade, 
one through the tenth, one through the ninth, two through the 
eighth, and three through th© fifth grade# Sight of these 
offered one or more grades of high school work, six offered 
all of the high school grades in addition to those of elemen­
tary grades# 
Stanton, Jackson, Dunbar and Arp with an enrollment of 
481, 467, 4 ;4 and 445, respectively, showed the highest enroll­
ment of the 13 schools in ^mlth County; Winona, Dixie, it, Louis 
and Llndale arc next with enrollment of 358, 303, 266, and 244 
9 
respectively, The enrollment in separate elementary schools 
range from twenty nine at Rabbit to 110 at Douglass. 
TABLE I. OTSSBEE OF SCHOOLS ST GRADES, BY ENROLLMENT, BY 









of Average number of 
teachers pupil per teacher 
Stanton 12 if 81 19 3k 
Jackson 12 lf.68 16 36 
Dunbar 10 k& 10 56 
Arp 12 kk$ 17 29 
Winona 12 358 15 27 
Dixie 12 303 13 27 
St# Louie 9 266 8 33 
Lincale 12 PM; 0 y 35 
Douglass 6 110 5 *5 ̂  
Dullard cC • 105 2 52 
Brownsville 99 2 k9 
Swan 8 9k k 23 
Rabbit 5 29 2 Hi 
Totals 3.14-99 122 
This table also discloses that there are 122 teachers 
In Smith County, teaching 3>»kSS pupils. The number of tea­
chers rang© from 19 at Stanton to two at rabbit• 
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In the schools having above 300 pupils Stanton, Jack-* 
son, Arp, Winona, and Dixie the number of teachers Is 19, 16, 
17, 15 end 13 respectively. This table further reveals the 
fact that in the 13 schools of Smith County the teacher-pupil 
ratio ranges from 14 at Babbit to 56 at Dunbar. In only four 
schools are there more than 35 pupils per teacher.. These are 
Jackson, Dunbar, Bullard and Brownsville, averaging 36, 56, 
52, and 49 respectively* There seems to be no definite re­
lation between number of grades and number of teachers in 
those schools having high school work; for the number of tea­
chers range from nine at Lindale to 19 at Stanton* There is 
a close relation between number of teachers and enrollment, 
however, in these schools* The case is different in the 
elementary school* All eight grade schools have four to five 
teachers, and all five grade schools have two teachers* 
There are 3,455 pupils enrolled in the 13 schools that are 
taught by 122 teachers* 
Scholastics.— The muaber of scholastics in a community 
reveals the potential educative wealth of that district* The 
term scholastic here used, means the children between the ages 
of 6 to 17, who are capable of attending the schools of their 
community. To discover how well these children are availing 
themselves of the opportunities for education provided by the 
community, on© must compare the number of pupils enrolled In 
a school with the number of scholastics on the census r oil of 
that community. Table II, page 11 discloses the number on 
11 
the census roll for each school, the number of these pupils 
enrolled In these schools, and the percentage the enrollment 
is of the pupils on the census roll* This table shows that 
the Rabbit school with 37 an the census roll and 29 enrolled 
in school has 78 per cent taking advantage of their educa­
tional opportunities# Stanton, Jackson, and Dunbar had the 
highest percentage of all, while St* Louis, Swan and Rabbit 
the lowest record# 
TABLE II# COMPARISON OP TOTAL NUMBER OP PUPILS ENROLLED BY 












Stanton 211* 226 1*1*0 U63 100 
Jackson 223 200 k23 1*62 100 
Dunbar 126 132 238 1*61* 170 
Arp 232 2h9 301 1*1*3 90 
Winona 213 22k 1*27 31*0 96 
Dixie 183 193 396 332 90 
St# Louis 137 137 301; 266 76 
Lindale 133 102 237 210* 90 
Douglass 79 38 137 128 90 
Bullard 82 77 139 103 83 
Brownsville (Included with Stanton) 99 — 
Swan 67 62 129 9k 71 
Rabbit 2h 13 37 29 78 
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Stanton, Jackson, and Dunbar with above X00 per cent 
respectively have implication that pupils are enrolled in those 
schools who are not included on their census rolls* Approxi­
mately on half of the schools have less than 95 P©r cent of 
their scholastics enrolled in School. 
Enrollment of Pupils.— It is logical to turn next to 
the number of pupils enrolled in the schools in Smith County, 
after having discussed the number of pupils on the census roll. 
Table III, page 13 discloses the number of boys, girls and the 
total enrollment for each of the 13 schools. These 13 schools 
recorded 1,616 girls and 1,879 hoys which makes a total 3*^95 
pupils enrolled in the 13 schools of Smith County. Stanton, 
Dunbar, Jackson and Arp are the largest schools In the point 
of enrollment, having more than I4.OO pupils. The Highest en­
rollment naturally is in the schools carrying both elementary 
and secondary divisions. Rabbit elementary school has the 
lowest enrollment, 29, of all the schools. There re four 
other elementary schools, none of which had an enrollment over 
110. 
The county provides some high school education in eight 
schools, and elementary education in 13 schools. Douglass and 
Swan are the only two distinctively elementary schools carry­
ing the full eight grades. 
It seems Important at this point to consider the num­
ber of pupils attending each high school grade, and to com­
pare the total with the number of pupils, attending elementary 
grades in the same school. 
13 








SEX AND TOTALS FOR 
Schools Boys Girls Total 
Stanton 23k 247 463 
Jackson 231 236 467 
J>unbar 295 159 464 
Arp 233 212 445 11 1 
Winona 179 179 358 
Dixie 172 131 303 
St* Louis 136 130 266 
Lindale 134 110 244 • i 1 
Douglass 70 40 110 
Bullard 57 48 105 
Brownsville 52 '47 99 
Swan 52 42 94 
Rabbit 14 15 29 
Totals 1,879 
Table IV, page l4 yields some light on the number of 
pupils enrolled in the high school as compared with the num­
ber enrolled in the elementary school* There are 620 pupils 
taking some high school work, and 2,875 pupils in the elemen­
tary grades of these Bame schools which offer some high school 
work# There are 194 taking the ninth grade work, 178 taking 
ill 
tenth grade, 13? taking eleventh grade and 111 taking twelfth 
grade work, Arp has the largest high school enrollment, 
v/hlle Lindale has the smallest# With the exception of Lin­
dale, the enrollment of each school compares favorably with 
the other. The present figures for the eleventh and twelfth 
grades at Lindale could raise thequeation of the advisability 
of doing eleventh and twelfth grade workj this would, of 
course, depend on the availability of eleventh and twelfth 
grades in the near by schools, 
TABLE IV. ENROLLMENT OF SCHOOLS OFFERING SOME HIGH SCHOOL 
WORK BY GRADES AMD TOTALS* THE ELEMENTARY ENROLLMENT AND 
PERCENTAGE HIGH SCHOOL IS OF ELEMENTARY ENROLLMENT 
Percentage high 
High school grades Total ele- school enrollment as 
School 9 10 II 12 Total mentary of elementary-




Jackson 1*0 28 3k 30 132 38 
Dunbar 31 38 — 69 385 18 
Arp 33 36 1*3 28 11*0 305 1*6 
Winona 15 17 17 12 61 297 20 
Dixie 18 215 19 15 77 226 31* 
St, Louis 20 — — — 20 21*6 8 
Lindale 13 1h 1* 5 36 208 11* 
Total 19l* 178 137 111 620 2,398 26 
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The percentage that the total high school enrollment 
Is of the elementary in the same school any have some impli­
cations concerning the number of pupils who do not avail 
themselves of high school training* At Stanton only 21 per­
cent of the pupils are of high school grade, Arp with ij.6 
per cent indicates that lf.6 out of every 100 of its pupils 
are attending high school, Jackson, 38 out of every 100, 
Winona 20 out of every 100, For Smith County these figures 
suggest that approximately 26 out of every 100 pupils avail 
themselves of high school education. 
Attendance of Pupils,— Attendance of pupils indicates 
how well the schools are able to hold those pupils who have 
indicated their desire to attend, Loxf attendance reflects 
upon the quality of the schools1 work. 
Table V, page 16 discloses that the range of enrollment 
of girls in the thirteen schools of Smith County is from ?\"J 
at Stanton to 15 at Babbit, Of the high schools, Stanton, 
Jackson, Arp, Winona, Dixie, and Lindale with enrollment of 
2V?, 236 , 212, 179 and 172 girls have the highest enrollments 
of the 13 schools. Of the 2!|_7 girls enrolled in Stanton school 
only 204 are present dally, which is 83 per cent of the enroll­
ment; of the 236 girls enrolled at Jackson only lol girls are 
present daily or 6l per cent. The daily attendance of t he 
three schools ranking highest is: Babbit, St* Louis, Winona, 
and Swan with 100, 92, 90 and 90 per cent respectively. This 
chart Implies to what extent the girls of Smith County are 
16 
taking advantage of the educational opportunities provided by 
their communities, The median attendance for the county is 
85 pe? cent for girls. 
TABLE V. ENROLLMENT AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE AKD PERCEHTAGE 
OP ATTENDANCE OP GIRLS Iff THE! THIRTEEN SCHOOLS OP' SMITH 








Stanton 2)| 7 206. 83 
Jackson 236 lol 68 
Dunbar 159 li{.l 89 
Arp 212 172 61 
Winona. 179 162 90 
Dixie 172 1)4.2 82 
St, Louis 130 120 92 
Linda1® 110 % 76 
Dougla ss I4.0 3b 85 
Bullard k8 36 75 
Brownsville k? kl 87 
Swan k2 38 90 
Rabbit 15 15 100 
Attendance for Boys.- Table VI, page 17 discloses the 
extent to which the boys of Smith County avail themselves of 
the educational opportunity that Is provided for them by their 
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various communities. The range of enrollment of boys in the 
13 schools is from 14 at Rabbit to 295 at Dunbar* Of the 
high schools, Dunbar, Stanton, and Arp have on their rolls 
295, 25k, and 233 respectively. The other schools with more 
than 125 arei Winona, Dixie, St. Louis and Lindale having on 
their rolls, 179# 172, 136 and 134 respectively* 
TABLE VI. ENROLLMENT AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE AND PERCENTAGE 
OP ATTENDANCE OF BOYS IN THE THIRTEEN RURAL SCHOOLS OP 
SMITH COUNTY 
Average daily Percentage of 
Schools Enrollment attendance attendance 
Stanton 254 I89 74 
Jackson 231 162 70 
Dunbar 295 34l 48 
Arp 233 188 80 
Winona 179 162 90 
Dixie 172 1̂ 3 84 
St. Louis 136 103 78 
Lindale 134 101 75 
Douglass 70 58 83 
Bulla rd 57 50 88 
Brownsville 52 40 77 
Swan 52 49 94 
Rabbit 14 12 86 
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In looking at the average daily attendance you will 
note that Dunbar has only lij.1 boys present dally, out of the 
295 which is less than one half of the boys on rol or I18 per 
cent* Schools whose enrollment and average daily attendance 
compare favorably are Winona and Swan with 90 anĉ  9^- P©r cent 
respectively. All of the remaining eleven schools have less 
than 90 per cent of attendance. This shows that for some rea­
son or other the boys of Smith County are not making the best 
use of the educational opportunities provided for them by 
their community* Six schools have percentage of attendance 
for boys below 80 per cent and five of these are offering high 
school to rk* 
Accessibility of the School to the Pupil*— The number 
of buses and the number of pupils transported have many impli­
cations for the availability of educational opportunities* 
There is a great difference in accessibility of schools have 
upon the amount and quality of bus transportation provided* 
Table VII, page 19 indicates that the 13 schools of 
Smith County operated 38 buses which transported 2,617 pupils, 
more than half the pupil enrollment of Smith County* Stanton 
with six buses transported the greatest number of pupils, 391 
an average of 82 per cent of its pupils* Although Stanton 
had more buses and t ransported more pupils, the highest number 
of pupil per bus was found at Llndale, which had two buses 
with 115 pupils per bus* With the exception of Dunbar and St* 
Louis, there were more than twice as many pupils per bus 
19 
capacity. This means double trips for all these buses. Dixie 
and Lindale transported the greatest number of t heir pupil 
population, 94 PQ1* cent. Rabbit transported none of its 
pupils, the only school so doing. 
TABLE VII. THE NUMBER OP BUSES AVAILABLE IH SMITH COUNTY PER 
SCHOOL, THE NUMBER OF PUPILS TRANSPORTED, AND THE NUMBER OF 
















Arp 6 358 87 59 2li 
Stanton 6 391 90 65 23 
Jackson 5 360 107 72 30 
Winona 5 390 UO 78 10 
Dixie k 28U 19 71 7 
Dunbar 3 291 163 97 6 
St. Louis 3 70 196 23 7h 
Lindale 2 230 m 115 6 
Bullard 1 6$ Uo 65 38 
Brownsville 1 79 20 79 25 
Douglass 1 39 75 39 65 
Swan 1 60 3k 60 36 
Rabbit 0 0 29 0 100 
Total 33 2,617 91ii 
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It is to bo Inferred that the distance the buses tra­
vel daily has some effect on the physical fitness and atti­
tudes of the pupils, teachers and driver*# Table VIII, peee 
21 shows that the greatest milege covered per day was by the 
buses of Winona, Dixie, Jackson and Stanton covering, 100, 
93, 92, 90 miles respectively* Only two school buses covered 
between 30 to 35 miles a dayf Douglass and St. Louis buses. 
All other school buses traveled between 55 â d 90 miles per 
day. It is to be noted that many pupils must have long bus 
rides to school. The bright spot in the picture is that there 
are only three teachers driving buses In these schools. These 
schools are St. Louis, Winona and Arp. Of the 38 bus drivers 
only five were full-time. They were at Stanton, Dunbar, Dixie, 
Douglass and Swan. The remaining 33 drivers were employed on a 
part-time basis. Stanton and Jackson having the highest num­
ber of part-time drivers, totaling five each. 
21 
TABLE VIII. MILES CQVTYS© PEE BUS DAILY A YD THE TYPE OP 
DRIVER EMPLOYED BY THE SCHOOL 
Dally distanoo 
covered by each Pull- Part-
School bits Teacher tiiae time 
Winona 100 0 1 5 
Dixie 98 0 0 5 
Jackson 92 0 1 2 
Stanton 90 1 0 5 
Swan 89 I 0 br 
Dunbar 65 0 1 3 
Brovmsvil a 65 1 0 2 
Lindale 6o 0 0 2 
Arp 60 0 1 0 
Bullard 55 0 0 1 
St. Louis 35 0 1 1 
Rabbit 0 0 0 0 
22 
CHAPTER III 
SCHOOL PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
"The requirement of a curriculum which stresses en­
richment of learning, as well as pupil activities, demands 
«1 physical facilities that are adapted to such a program, 
Sanderson*" goes one step further, "although the teacher is 
more iirg>ortant than the building in determining the quality 
of instruction, yet the building very definitely limits what 
the teacher can do and often is a deciding factor in deter­
mining the quality of teacher who can be obtained#" 
Table IX, page 23 indicates that there are 13 schools 
providing 36 buildings that house the 3$k-9$ pupils enrolled 
in Negro Rural schools of Smith County# Of 56 structures 
it will be noticed from the table that the v alue of these 
buildings, as estimated by the principals, varies with Dun­
bar, Arp and Stanton ranking highest# It wrill also be noticed 
that Arp and Stanton have brick structures, while Dunbar has 
only frame structures. Jackson ranks next, with one brick 
structure and five fScame structures, with an estimated value 
of $67,000, Then follow Winona and Llndale whose estimated 
values are $35»000# The other seven schools have estimated 
value that range from ^.,000 to $20,000. These schools range 
"'•Barr, A. 3. Burton, W. IT#, Bruecktier, L# J# 
Supervision, p. 777# 
2 Sanderson, D#, Rural Sociology, p» 356# 
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In number of buildings from two to five. Swan has throe 
buildings with an estimated value of #4,000, slightly more than 
#1,000 pel' building while Babbit has one building valued at 
#20,000, 
TABLE IX* THE NUMBER AND NATURE OF BUILDINGS AND CLASSROOMS 
AND VALUE ESTIMATE OF BUILDINGS OF EACH SCHOOL 
Number of Number of Total Value 
School buildings Frame Brick classrooms of buildings# 
Arp 7 5 2 15 #85,000 
Dunbar k h 0 11 85,000 
Stanton 3 2 1 lit 80,000 
Jackson 6 9 1 16 67,000 
Lindale k h 0 10 35,000 
Winona 9 9 0 15 35,000 
Rabbit 1 1 0 z 20,000 
Ballard 3 3 0 3 18,000 
Dixie h k 0 11 18,000 
St. Louis 5 3 ° 0 9 15,000 
Douglass 5 5 0 8 Hi,000 
Brownsville 2 2 0 2 12,600 
Swan 3 3 0 3 ii,000 
•#As valued by the principals 
The total estimate value of the physical plants of 
Negro schools of Smith County is about #488*000* The median 
2k 
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value for school plants in Smith County is ,20,000• At pre­
sent prices, C'10,000 a room, such a school could have only 
two rooms appropriate for instructional purposes# 
Available Libraries and Reading Material#--The avail­
ability of libraries and facilities in each school reflect 
in a great measure the type of work carried on in that parti­
cular school# 
HIn the United States the library is accepted as an 
essential part of our educational system.  .The library is 
a social institution of real community importance..• *• It is 
becoming increasingly apparent that the library is one of the 
indispensable features of a school plant# Some objectives of 
the library are? 
1# To assemble and preserve books and rela ted 
materials in organized collections# 
2# To promote their use, through stimulation 
and guidance# 
3# To provide children, youth and adults an 
opportunity and encouragement to educate 
themselves continuously. 
k* To aid in the advancement of knowledge# 
5# To improve the capacity of people for appre­
ciation and production in cultural fields# 
6# To preserve the precious heritage of freedom of 
expression# 
7# To enable children, youth, and adults to make 
such use of leisure time as will promote per­
sonal happiness and social well-being.nl 
^Edmonson, Roemer et al, The Administration of Modern 
Secondary Schools, pp. 338-39. 
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Table X, page 26 reveals data concerning libraries in 
schools of Smith County# Of the 13 schools in Smith County, 
only two had a separate room for library purposes# These 
schools were Arp and Stanton# The schools having as many as 
300 books were St# Louis, Arp, Dunbar, Stanton and Lindale, 
With 700, 1^29, if,OOf 353 and 300 respectively# Some reported 
no books at all# All schools except three reported magazines# 
The range of magazines was from 15 at Dunbar to one at Bullard 
and Brownsville# The number of newspapers subscribed for in 
each school range from five at Dunbar and Arp to none at 
Jackson, Dixie, St# Louis and Bullard# The schools having the 
highest number of sets of books were Winona, Arp, and Rabbit 
with 12, 10, and 8 sets respectively# Jackson reported that 
it makes use of the book-mobile or circulating library that is 
provided by the Jeane*s Supervisor# Only two schools in the 
county made any provisions for housing their libraries# These 
were Arp and Stanton, about llf per cent of the schools studied# 
On the other hand 60 per cent claimed to have some library 
books and about 80 per cent claimed to hold from 2 to 12 sets 
of books* Winona with the largest number of sets, 12 and 2I4.O 
books had no special library room# Equipment is seldom fully 
useful or preserved when not adequately housed# 
Fuel, toilets, and lockers available#— The kind of 
fuel used, the types of toilets provided and the lockers avail­
able to students represent a part of the physical plant and 
have strong Implications for the convenience, comfort and health 
The W. R. Banks Library 
Prairie View A. & M. College 
Prairie View. Texas 
2o 
TABLE X. LIBRARY ROOMS AVAILABLE, NUMBER OF BOOKS, MAGAZINES 
AND NEWSPAPERS AVAILABLE IN SMITH COUNTY BY SCHOOLS 
Separate Number of 
room for library Number of Number of Number of aets 
School library books magazines newspapers of books 
Arp yes 529 e 5 10 
Bullard no 0 1 0 2 
Brownsville no 0 1 1 2 
Dunbar no itOO 15 5 0 
Dixie no 0 u 5 5 
Jackson no Use the book-mobile 
Lindale no 300 0 l 3 
Rabbit no 0 8 2 8 
St. Louis no 700 0 0 0 
Stanton yes 353 7 3 5 
Douglass no 150 6 2 5 
Swan no 25 10 2 2 
Winona no 2U0 h 2 12 
of the pupils . Those facilities iaay also affect the "hold­
ing power" of the school. Table XI, page 2? reveals the fact 
that six of the schools were heated with gas, one used both 
wood and gas, while five were heated by coal and one was heated 
by wood. Arp, Dixie, Dunbar, St. Louis, Stanton, Jackson and 
Winona use gas, while Bullard, Brownsville, Douglass, Lindale 
and Swan use coal. Rabbit was the principal user of wood. 
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It will also be noticed from the table that no school 
in the county had in-door toilets# Stuc nt lockers were pro­
vided in only four schools of the county# The total absence 
of modern toilets is significant much more so than the provi­
sion for lockers, since these schools may be provided with 
large cloak rooms* 
TABLE XI. FUEL, TOILETS A1TD LOCKERS AVAILABLE BY SCHOOLS 
Fuel Outdoor Indoor Lockers for 
Schools used toilets toilets students 
Arp gas yes none yes 
Bull or d coal yes none no 
Brownsville coal yes none no 
Dixie gas yes noae yes 
Douglass coal yes none no 
Dunbar gas yes none yes 
Linda1© coal yes none nc 
Rabbit wood yes none no 
Swan coal yes none no 
St# Louis gas yes none no 
Stanton gas yes none yes 
Jackson gas & wood yes none no 
Winona gas yes none no 
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Gymnasiums and auditoriums.--Both gymnasixms and audi­
toriums provide outlets for both curricula and co-curricula 
programs# Youth who attend schools that do not have these 
facilities, in the opinion of the writer, fall to get many 
educational opportunities. 
The type of janitor used may also reflect the general 
condition of the school plant. The writer feels that the stu­
dent janitorial services have serious limitations. Beauty, 
cleanliness and order which characterize good buildings should 
be the heritage of every youth* Student janitors do not have 
the time, training or experience to provide these, TableXII, 
page 29 reveals something of the s tatus of the schools of Smith 
County with reference to the foregoing statements. From the 
table you will note that there are only two schools in the en­
tire county with gymnasiums, namely; Arp and Winona, There tv e 
only two schools In the county with auditoriums, eight of the 
schools use student janitors, three have part-time janitors, 
while the remaining two schools have full-time janitors. 
The state of repair as estimated by the principals, 
seven of the school plants were in good repair while six seem 
to be in need of repair, renovation or replacement, if the 
judgement of the principal is valid. 
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TABLE XII. SOMBER OP GYMNASIUMS, AUDITORIUMS ADD STATE OF 
REPAIR (ACCORDING TO PRINCIPAL'S JUDGEMENT) 
Gymna- Audito- Type of State of repair 
Schools slum rium janitor of building# 
Arp 1 1 student good 
Brownsville 0 0 student not so good 
Bullard 0 0 student not so good 
Dunbar 0 0 student good 
Douglass 0 0 full-time not so good 
Dixie 0 0 full-time good 
Jackson 0 0 part-time not so good 
Llndale 0 1 student not so good 
Rabbit 0 0 student good 
Stanton 0 0 stuuent good 
St. Louis 0 0 part-time good 
Swan 0 0 part-time not so good 
Winona 1 0 part-time good 
# Principal's estimate 
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CHAPTER IV 
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICE 
IN SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS 
The quality and quantity of education available to the 
youth of Smith County may be inferred from the character of 
the curriculum and the adequacy of the teaching staff* This 
chapter will throw some light on the character of the curri­
cula of the 13 schools as well as upon the training and ex­
perience of its teachers. 
Curriculum 
Course offerings.— The curriculum of the elementary 
and the high schools in Smith County are expected to conform 
to the state program provided for rural schools. A better 
test than courses offered, it seems to the writer, for the 
availability of education would involve the number of labora­
tory courses offered and thef acilities provided for these. 
Vocational agriculture and Home-making do enrich the program 
of these schools, especially for those boys and girls who do 
do not go to college. Science laboratories do the same for 
those planning for college. 
It is believed by the writer that forthose who go to 
college the existence of adequate science laboratories would 
b© a test of availability of educational opportunities. Table 
XIII, page 31 Indicates that of the eight schools in Smith 
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TABLE XIII. COURSES AND LABORATORIES IN HOME MAKING, AGRICUL­
TURE, GENERAL AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE AVAILABLE IN SMITH 















Stanton yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes 
Jackson yes yes yes yes yes no no no 
Dunbar yes yes yes yes no no no no 
Ar-p yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes 
Winona yes yes yes yes yes no no no 
Dixie yes yes yes no yes no no no 
St. Louis yon yes yes no yes no no no 
Linda le yes no yes no yes no no no 
Douglass no no no no no no no no 
Browns­
ville 
no no no no no no no no 
Swan no no no no no no no no 
Rabbit no no no no no no no no 
County that offer some high school training each one has a 
course In Home-making, seven of these schools had Home-making 
laboratories. Seven of tfche schools that offered some high 
school training offer courses in agriculture, while only five 
of the schools had agriculture laboratories. It will also b© 
noted from the table that six of the schools offering some high 
school training, offered courses in general science, yet only 
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two schools in the county had science laboratories* Only two 
schools offered courses in Biology. These two schools claimed 
biological laboratories* 
How well the curriculum is carried out will also de­
pend on the nature of equipment, and the extent to which it is 
repaired, replaced, and added to* This means that there 
should be a d efinlte budget for the laboratory courses* Stan­
ton was the only school able to report a definite expenditure 
for the sciences* 
Subject distribution.— Table XIV, page 33 presents 
another view point on the curricula of the eight schools offer­
ing some high school work. It will be assumed that the elemen­
tary school course of study would be similar in all schools, 
therefore, the varibility in curricula offering of the high 
school seem to be the acid test of the availability of educa­
tion for raany of the youth of this county* 
It will be observed from table XIV that all of the 
schools offering some high school work provide in some measure 
for home-making and agriculture. St. Louis offered only home-
making. There seems to be varying degrees of shop work also 
offered in one or more schools. Nevertheless, the academic 
pattern of subjects seem to be similar in all of the schools 
offering four years of high school work, sinee each of the 13 
schools provides one teacher for mathematics, one for English, 
one for history, on® for science and one for music. The 
limited number of t eachers per course may limit the richness 
of the offering for each school* 
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TABLE XIV* TEACHER DISTRIBUTED BY SUBJECT AND BY SCHOOLS IN 
THE HIGH SCHOOLS OP SMITH COUNTY 
Schools 
Mathe­





Arp 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Dunbar (Ron departmental) 1 1 
Dixie 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Jackson 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Lindale 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 
Stanton 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
St. Louis (non departmental) 1 1 
Winona 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Teaching Personnel 
Instructional staff.-- Table XV discloses that there 
are 122 Negro teachers employed in Smith County* The number 
employed ranged from two In the five-grade school at Rabbit 
to 19 In the twelve-grade school at Stanton. The number of 
teachers seem to increase as the number of grades increase# 
With the exception of Lindale which has nine teachers, 
all other twelve grade schools in Smith County employed from 
13 to 19 teachers. The average number of pupils per teacher 
ranged from 23 at Dixie to 29 at Jackson in the twelve-grade 
schools. The highest average of pupils per teacher was 52 
and 50 at Rullard and Brownsville respectively. These are 
two five-grade schools. Rabbit with 15 pupils per teacher 
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had the lowest pupil-teacher ratio. In the schools offer­
ing high school work there seems to be a direct relation­
ship between enrollment and the number of teachers, t&iich does 
not seem to be true in the elementary school. Rabbit had two 
teachers and 29 pupils, while Bullard had two teachers and 105 
pupils. 
TABLE XV. SCHOOLS AVAILABLE TO THE PUPIL POPULATION OP SMITH 
COUNTY, BY NUMBER OP GRADES, TEACHERS, STUDENTS AND AVERAGE 
NUMBER OF PUPILS PER TEACHER IN 1948-1949 
Number Number Number Average number 
of of of of pupils 
Schools grades teachers students per teacher 
Stanton 12 19 48i 25 
Jackson 12 lo 467 29 
Dunbar 10 11 454 45 
Arp 12 1? 445 24 
Winona 12 15 356 24 
Dixie 12 13 303 23 
St. Louis 9 8 266 23 
Llndale 12 9 244 27 
Douglass 8 5 110 22 
Bullard 5 2 105 52 
Brownsville 5 2 99 50 
Swan 8 k 94 23 
Rabbit 5 2 29 15 
i 
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Training and experience#—Table XVI, below, shows 
that of the 122 teachers In Smith County, with the exception 
of three, all held Bachelor's or Master's degrees# The high­
est number of Bachelor's degrees in any school was Stanton, 
100 per cent of the teaching staff* Arp had 15 teachers 
holding Bachelor's and two holding Master's degrees, 100 per 
cent of Its staff held degrees* 
TABUS XVI# NUMBER OP TEACHERS BY SCHOOLS WITH THREE YEARS 











Stanton 19 0 19 0 
Jackson 16 0 16 0 
Dunbar 10 0 10 0 
Arp 17 0 15 2 
Winona 15 1 A 0 
Dixie 13 0 13 0 
St# Louis 8 1 7 0 
Lindal© 9 0 9 9 
Douglass 5 0 5 0 
Bullard 2 0 2 0 
Brownsville 2 0 2 0 
Swan h 0 k 0 
Rabbit 2 1 1 0 
Total 122 3 117 2 
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Table XVII, below, shows the experience of the teach­
ing staff In Smith County in years* The table show that there 
were 16 teachers with less than three years experience or 13 
per cent, 26 teachers with less than five years experience or 
23 per cent, 54 teachers or 44 per cent had less than 12 years 
of experience, 59 or 4^ P©** cent of the teachers had from 12-25 
years of experience, nine teachers or ^ per cent had about 25 
years of experience* It is to be observed from the above data 
that the majority of the teachers, 55 P©r cent of Smith County 
had more than 12 years experience* If years of experience Is 
ar indication of efficiency in teaching, then instruction in 
Smith County should be at a very high level* 
TABLE XVII* DISTRIBUTION OP TEACHERS IS SMITH COUNTY BY YEARS 
OP EXPERIENCE 
Years of Number of Percent-
experience teachers ag< 
1-2 16 13 
3-5 10 8 
6-0 16 13 
9-H 12 10 
12-llj. 26 23 
15-17 10 8 
Years of Number of Percent-
experience teachers age 
18-20 12 10 
21-23 11 9 
24-26 2 2 
27-29 5 4 
30-32 2 2 
above 32 2 2 
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Supervisory services.-- In addition to the regular 
classroom teachers of Smith County, there was one supervisor 
for the entire county, one county health nurse, and one county 
health doctor# The Jeane's supervisor provided in-service 
training for the teachers by calling In experts to conduct 
night classes for teachers who need help in their field# She 
sponsored a circulating library for the benefit of all of the 
schools In the county# She administered achievement tests and 
studied the results to determine the weakness in the Smith 
County school set-up# The supervisor together with the teachers 
selected such books as could be best suited in each grade, in 
order to make it possible for pupils to transfer from one school 
to another without oo gre/t a handicap# One supervisor is 
provided for 122 rural teachers in 13 rural schools, six of which 
have both high and elementary school grades# 
Health service.— The health nurse of Smith County visits 
all of the schools of the county and performed the following 
dutiesi tested pupil's eyes, administered vaccination for com­
municable diseases, counselled and advised students in regard 
to the best health habits, brought health pictures and aided 
In the year round health program# She took It upon herself to 
try and see that all students in the public school of Smith 
County were in good health and were physically fit to do the 
work expected of them# The Smith County health nurse in pro­
moting better health In the county is assisted by the County 
Health Doctor# One nurse for 13 schools with an enrollment of 
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3tbSS pupils was available# Assuming that she could inspect 
3l^ pupils a day, 100 days would be required to carry out on 
inspection# There is at most only 180 days in the school year# 
The inference should be obvious# 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY OP FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary of Findings 
There were 3,i$-95 girls and boys enrolled in the 13 
rural Negro schools of Smith County. These girls and boys 
were taught by 122 teachers. The number of t eachers in the 
County schools range from 19 at Stanton to two at Rabbit. 
For these boys and girls there were 13 rural schools, 
all of which offered some elementary school work and six 
offered four years of high school work. There were 2,398 
pupils availing themselves of the elementary school training, 
and 709 persuing some high school courses. No high school had 
more than 1^3 students in any one of the four grades. The aver­
age for high school grades would be closer to 25 students. 
There were 95 elementary school grades provided for 2,398 
rural youth of Smith fiounty or an average of 25 pupils per 
grade. There were 27 high school grades provided for the 709 
rural youth of the countyon an average of 26 pupils per grade. 
It was also observed that sb out one fourth or 25 P©r cent of 
the Negro youth of the rural Smith County were taking advan­
tages of the high school opportunities offered. 
Less than half of the schools had an attendance record 
for girls above 85 P®x* cent. Por boys only one third of the 
schools had an attendance record of 85 per cent or above. 
M> 
Approximately two thirds of the students were transported by 
buses that make long trips and often making double trips* 
The total estimate value of the physical plant pro­
vided for rural youth of Smith County was $488,000* Ho school 
plant was estimated at $100,000. None of these schools had the 
comforts of in-door toilets, only two had gymnasiums, two had 
auditoriums, and two had special rooms for libraries* There 
were 56 buildings housing 3*495 pupils or about 60 pupils per 
building* 
The curricula of these schools were of a single-track 
type made up of the regular academic subjects, agriculture and 
home economics. Only two schools of the 13 in the county pro­
vided 3a boratory facilities for general science or biology* 
There were 122 teachers teaching 3*495 pupils,an average 
of 28 pupils per teacher* Only three schools had more than 
l|Q pupils per teacher. All of the 122 teachers except three 
have training at the level of the bachelor degree or higher. 
More than half of these teachers had above 12 years of e xper-
ience. It was interesting to note that there was one super­
visor and one county nurse for 3,495 rural school pupils* 
Conclusions 
It seems fair to conclude that the pupils of Smith County 
were by their attendance record only mildly interested in educa­
tion* There were also too few pupils attending high school* A 
study of the physical plants revealed that Smith County had 
& 
enough buildings of their kind. The total estimated value of 
the rural schools of Smith County would hardly build a respec­
table high school. The improvement of plants and equipment 
would probably increase the holding power of the schools, 
Recommendati ons 
From the data presented it seems advisable to make the 
following recommendations? 
1, That better buildings be provided. 
2, That more gymnasiums be provided . 
3» That more auditoriums be provided, 
If, That science laboratories , equipment and 
funds be provided, 
5, That more agriculture and home-making labo­
ratories be provided, 
6, That special libraries, adequate books, maga­
zines and other periodicals and equipment be 
provided, 
7« That ample transportation be provided. 
3, That provision be made for the proper care and 
up keep of the buildings, 
9# That a richer and more functional curricula be 
provided. 
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A P P E N D I X  
to 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
1# Nam© of school 
2# Post office address of school 
I* General information 
A* Population of nearest town to the school 
B# Number of grades in your elementary school 
C. Number of grades in your high school 
D* Classification of your school by State Department of 
Education Date 
£* Last census data on scholastics: 
Enle Female 
Pi Enrollment and average daily attendance for first semester. 
19]|8-I|9 
GRADE BOYS GIRLS 
Average Daily Average daily 














II, Physical plant—Supply information in blanks 
as indicated 
A. Approximate financial value of your plant 
B. Buildings: Number on campus Frame Brick 
Number of classrooms 
C. Possess a gymnasium 
yes no 
D. Possess a separate auditorium 
Tes no 
S, How is school heated; Gas , Coal, Steam 
Hot air Other 
F. Indoor toilets 
yes no 
G. Lockers for students Adequate 
yes no 
H. Operation and maintenance. (1) Do you use student 
janitors? . (2) Do you have outside 
yes no 
(non-student) paid janitors? (3) Do 
yes no 
you have full-time paid janitors? • 
yes no 
Part-time? . (Ij.) If part time, what 
yes no 
other duties do they have? 
I. Condition of buildings: Good repair Not so good 
Rund down . 
J. Comment upon buildings as to lighting, blackboards, and 
inside paint needs: 
III. Curriculum--Check following where available. 
A. Homemaking courses : Homemaking laboratories 
• Modern equipment 
k$ 
(1) Is electricity available? 
Used in the laboratory? 
B» Agriculture courses 
Modern equipment 
C. General Science 
Laboratory or garden 
Laboratory 
Gar 
Biology Laboratory How much a year 
do you spend for science supplies and equipment? 
IV. Teaching Personnel. 
Please supply the following data about your 
teaching personnel. 
'begreea held 'or 
number of years Teaching experience Grades or Sub-
college training by years jects tgug' 
V. Transportation 
A. Number of pupils living within two miles of the school 
B. Number of buses for transportation of pupils 
C» Number of pupils transported by each bus 
D. Distance covered by each bus 





If not what other duties do they have? 
VI. Miscellaneous 
A. Library: (1) Number of books, not counting duplicates 
(2) Number of sets (3) Number of magazines 
U|.) Newspapers {$) Separate room fo r lib­
rary 
B. Ler/'-h of school year in days 
Is there an organized guidance^ 
C. Public relation: Do you have an active P. T. A.? 
Community health program? 
D. Does principal have an office? Clerk? 
Is principals clerk a student? 
Comments: Please comment at length on any aspect of your 
situation that would throw more light on youth opportuni­
ties in your school. Use other side of sheet If" necessary. 
